


I will be able to determine 
the denotative and 

connotative meanings of a 
word and understand how 
word choice impacts the 

meaning and tone of a text.!



Literal definition of a word!



Positive and negative 
associations that 

most words naturally 
carry with them.!



Covered with !
or resembling an 

oily substance!





There are many 
words that denote 
the same thing, but 
their connotations 
are very different. !









Choose one of the words, 
define it, and then explain 

some of the different 
connotations associated 

with that word. !



Girl!
Baby!
Cheap!
Sick!



Look at the word pairings.  
Determine if each word 

has a positive or a negative 
connotation and place it in 

the appropriate box.!





Language meaning is 
continually shifting, !

is always contextual, !
and is influenced by 

historical, cultural, and 
economic factors. !





















Watch the video clip and 
find an example where 

the denotation of a word 
used is different than the 

connotation evoked.!



Writers often deliberately 
select words that they 

think will influence your 
reactions and appeal to 

your emotions. !



These word 
choices impact 

the meaning and 
tone of a text.!



There are over 2,000 
vagrants in the city.!



There are over 
2,000 people with 

no fixed address 
in the city.!



There are 
over 2,000 
homeless in 

the city.!



Read the two passages and 
determine which passage evokes 
a positive connotation and which 

passage evokes a negative 
connotation.  Then, highlight the 

words in each passage that 
influence the tone of the text.  !



 Deserts encompass almost one fifth of the 
Earth’s land surface. Vast stretches of 
empty sand stretch over a barren, 
secluded landscape. The endless sea of 
sand shifts constantly with the wind over 
the solitary scene. Scarce foliage inhabits 
the stark environment. The desolate land 
supports little life. Solitary snakes and 
lizards seek out enough food to exist. The 
extreme heat of the day withers the land, 
making it barren and dry. The night is cold 
and desolate. !







!
 Deserts make up a fifth of the Earth’s land 
surface. Light brown and bright gold sand 
shifts with the winds, forming graceful 
eddies and patterns across the landscape. 
Cacti wait ready to bloom at the first sign 
of rain. Seeds lie ready in the ground; 
roots wait to send up shoots with the 
possibility of rain. Snakes and lizards bask 
in the sun or find cover under rocks in the 
heat of the day. The sun warms the desert 
by day. The nights are cool and offer 
respite from the day’s heat. !







In your own words, explain how 
to determine the denotative and 
connotative meanings of a word 
and explain how to understand 
the impact of word choice on the 
meaning and tone of a text. 
 

Minimum 3 sentences 




